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This year marks the 200th anniversary of the beginning 

of the Greek Revolution against the Ottoman Empire, 
which led to the creation of the modern Greek state. 

So, our national history and its relationship 
to the evolution of Europe (which is the theme of this Erasmus 

program, held by our schools),
is the subject of celebrations throughout the year in our 

country.



In these two centuries of its life as an independent nation state,
our country has gone through various adventures and today
it has closely connected its course with that of other European
countries, having decided to be a member of the European family.
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In today’s meeting we want to show the connection of Greece
with the rest of the world and its contribution to modern culture.

To achieve this we will refer to three Greeks, who during the 20th
century, each in his field, stood out for their attainments, promoting
human civilization worldwide as well as making remarkable
breakthroughs.

Specifically, we will refer to:
the world-famous and renowned opera singer Maria Callas;

the pioneering physician & researcher Georgios Papanikolaou;
the great composer, politician and patriot Mikis Theodorakis.



Maria Callas
Greek vocalist, the ultimate

diva of lyric theater. 
With her unique vocal

and acting skills, became
a point of reference

for every opera singer,
who aspires to win 

the title of “new Callas”.



Maria Sofia Anna Kaikilia
Kalogeropoulou, as her full Greek 

name was, was born in 1923 
in New York from Greek immigrants.

He started playing music early on.              
In 1937 she returned to Greece                        

and soon she was hired at the Opera 
House of the Royal Theater.            



In 1945 she went to America, to promote her international career,                     
changing her last name to Callas. Since then, her career has taken off. 





Her swan song was Norma,            
in Paris in 1965. 
Her last appearance was in Japan 
seven years later.                    
The great diva passed away      
in 1977 at the age of 54.



Her enormous value as an artist is also proven both by the dizzying sales
numbers of her records (over 750,000 CDs per year) and by the constant
and intense search for new material that she left behind.



Georgios Papanikolaou
Greek physician and researcher with worldwide recognition. 

He is known for the method of early diagnosis of cervical cancer, 
which bears his name (Pap test).



George Papanikolaou was born
in 1883. At the age of 15,
he enrolled in the Medical
School of the University
of Athens. Restless spirit,
he acquire a multifaceted
education and inner cultivation.

In 1910 he was awarded
a doctorate in natural sciences
from the University of Munich,
while three years later
he immigrated to the USA and
began working in the anatomical
laboratory of Cornell University.

G. Papanikolaou’s Degree of Medicine 

in University of Athens



From 1917 he carried out 
clinical and laboratory 
studies, forming 
the basis of his method 
for the diagnosis                     
of cancer.

In 1943 he presented
his classic and famous 
work Diagnosis of uterine 
cancer by vaginal smear. 

Later, he became professor 
of clinical anatomy. 



G. Papanikolaou’s native place, 

a graphic sea village in Aegean

G. Papanikolaou died in USA,
in 1962. Although he was not
awarded the Nobel Prize, for
which he had been nominated
twice, he took many medical
prizes and posthumously
the UN Prize.

Today, the Pap test  
is used worldwide 

to diagnose cervical cancer.



Mikis Theodorakis
The most important Greek composer
alive. He has influenced the evolution
of contemporary music in Greece,
while he gained worldwide
recognition.



Theodorakis was born in 1925. He studied
music in Greece and France, while he began
composing music for the theater, the
cinema, as well as songs or symphonic
works. Very soon he attained commercial
success and the critics’ acceptance.



His music career spans more than seven decades (he stopped composing only when
he reached the ninth decade of his life), while he was a very productive composer:
he wrote from folk songs to operas and from choral and symphonic works to music
for the stage. His discography includes many hundreds of separate works.



In his work he combines
traditional and folk Greek music
with the forms of the artistic
European tradition, as well as
with the modern quests.



In his work he combines traditional and folk Greek music with the forms of the artistic
European tradition, as well as with the modern quests. In addition, several of his works
were associated with the political and social struggles of the '50s,' 60s and '70s,
not only in Greece but also beyond.

In addition, several of his works
were associated with the
political and social struggles
of the '50s, 60s, and '70s
in Greece and in other countries.



He has received countless awards and has given
concerts in many European and non-European
capitals. A constant point of reference and inspiration
were the works of ancient Greek poets and of the
contemporary poets and writers, Greek and foreign.



Theodorakis was actively involved in the politics and patriotic and social struggles
of his time. During the Nazi (1941-44) occupation of Greece he was an active member
of the resistance and suffered torture, while during the dictatorial rule of Greece
(1967-74) he was imprisoned, tortured and exiled for his resistance activities.



His composition                          
for the soundtrack                   
of the film “Zorba the 
Greek”, based on a 
popular dance, became              
a musical synonym                             
to modern Greece.




